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Abstract: Based on linear elastic mechanics and continuous damage mechanics, the dam-
age evolution equation of ball bearing contact fatigue was constructed. The material parame-
ters in the damage evolution equation were obtained by fitting the GCrl5 bearing steel tor-
sional fatigue test data. The torsional fatigue life of GCr15 bearing steel was estimated by
this equation, and the results were in agreement with the test data. The contact stress distri-

bution of 6206 ball bearing was simulated by ABAQUS finite element analysis software and the
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maximum contact stress area of 6206 ball bearing was analyzed. The maximum stress contact area

was simplified to a two-dimensional plane stress model according to the load and stress-strain state

of the 6206 ball bearing. Based on this, the contact fatigue life of 6206 ball bearings was estimated.

The 6206 ball bearing fatigue acceleration test was designed and carried out. Bearing contact fatigue

spalling was initiated in the inner ring, which was consistent with the results of stress simulation a-

nalysis. The relative errors of test and predicted contact fatigue life of the three test bearings were

29.52%, 3.03% and 51.16% respectively, verifying the validity of the contact fatigue life predic-

tion method. This research shows that using the damage mechanics to predict the contact fatigue life

of ball bearings is a feasible and practical method in engineering.
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Fig. 4 Finite element model of rolling bearing
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Table 2 Maximum contact stress region simulation and

theoretical parameter comparison table
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Table 4 Comparison diagram of test and predicted

contact fatigue life
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